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TAGS: PFOR, UR, JA, US 

SUBJ: USSR- JAPAN RELATIONS: TIMING OF GROMYKO VISIT STILL VAGUE 

1. JAPANESE PRESS REPORTED OVER WEEKEND THAT FONMIN GROMYKO DEFIN- 
ITELY NOT COMING TO JAPAN THIS YEAR. SOURCE OF STORY WAS FONMIN MIYA- 
ZAWA, WHO BRIEFED PRESS ON CONVERSATION BETWEEN DEP FONMIN ARITA AND 
AMBASSADOR TROYANOVSKY AT END OF OCTOBER. CONTRARY TO IMPRESSION 
GIVEN, HOWEVER, SOVIETS HAVE MADE NO NEW PITCH. ACCORDING FIRST EAST 
EUROPEAN DIVDIR ARAL TROYANOVSKY SIMPLY REITERATED LINE TAKEN AT 
PREVIOUS MEETINGS THAT GROMYKO WANTS TO COME BUT CANNOT SCHEDULE 
ANYTHING DEFINITE YET DUE TO PRESS OF BUSINESS. ARAI SAID HE 

"RATHER FURIOUS" AT FONMIN FOR MISLEADING PRESS, AND VENTED SPLEEN 
IN TESTY PHONE CALL TO FONMIN'S PRIVATE SECRETARY. 

2. PERSONALLY, ARAI THINKS THAT CHANCES FOR GROMYKO VISIT THIS 

YEAR ARE DIM. HE CITES SOVIET PREOCCUPATION WITH SALT, PARTY CONGRESS, 

AND POSSIBLE PROGRESS OF SINO- JAPANESE PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP TREATY 
NEGOTIATIONS AS INHIBITING FACTORS. JAPANESE WILL NOT PRESS GROMYKO 
ON VISIT. HE IS THE ONE WHO MADE THE COMMITMENT. AND IT IS UP TO 
HIM TO KEEP IT. ARAI CONCLUDES. 
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